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To strive for sustainability is a prerequisite for improving 

people’s health and their environment in the 21st century 

At the EPH 2015 conference, topics included the anthropo-

cene, human impacts on global systems, and planetary 

boundaries consistent with human health and survival 

For an ambitious association like EUPHA, concern for the im-

pacts of our own activities is crucial 

This ought to be reflected in the arrangements for our large 

annual conferences 

To intensify efforts would be consistent with the professional 

responsibility and ethical obligations which are shared by 

all in Public Health. 

1 Context 
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Various eminent international institutions: 

• have expressed concerns about global environmental 

change and its impact on human health and well-being 

• and (moving beyond analysis and discussion) have 

begun to tackle the issue in practice 

Practice measures demand organisational and individual 

commitment for modification of procedures & behaviour 

Reviewing how others approach the issue can provide 

opportunities to learn 

Institutions selected to look at: United Nations (UN), World 

Health Organization (WHO), European Commission 

(EC), European Environment Agency (EEA)  

 

2 Reasoning 
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Ambitious activities since ≤ 2008, but not trivial to locate. Inform-

ation moved to separate website www.greeningtheblue.org 

Kick the Habit: A UN Guide to Climate Neutrality – 2008 

Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN: The UN System‘s Foot-

print and Efforts to Reduce It - 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 

2014, 2015 

 

3.1 UN 

Sustainable UN: helping 

the UN system become 

sustainable - 2011 
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For the 

patient 

seeker: 

 
www. 

greening 

theblue. 

org/ 

 

without 

reference 

on UN 

start 

page 
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2016 „Greening the Blue report“: 

Greenhouse gas emissions, Waste 

mmt, Sustainability initiatives / Env 

mmt systems (ISO14001), Offsetting 
www.greeningtheblue.org/resources/climate-

neutrality 

2016 “UN Credits Used to Make Paris 

Agreement Signing Climate Neutral 

- Everyone Can Go Climate Neutral 

Now” 21 Apr: “The travel emissions 

from the more than 197 delegations 

… will be tallied and an equivalent 

volume of Certified Emission Reduc-

tion (CERs) credits will be cancel-

led”,www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2

016/04/un-credits-used-to-make-paris-agreement-

signing-climate-neutral/ 

Ambitious design; barrier-free? 
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“The UN system is committed to implementing the 2007 Clim-

ate Neutral Strategy, which commits all UN organizations to 

measure and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions… 

“The WHO has been measuring and reporting its greenhouse 

gas emissions every year since 2009… 

“The most recent… inventory… [2015]… shows that WHO 

emitted… 9.6 tonnes per head of personnel, a little above 

the UN average… Air travel remains the largest contributor 

to WHO’s climate footprint, accounting for 89% of emissions. 

www.who.int/globalchange/health_policy/examples/en/ 

3.2 WHO: „WHO measures and reports its 

greenhouse gas emissions” 
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www.greeningtheblue.org/what-the-un-is-doing/world-health-organization-who/ 
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European Semester: established in 2010 as a mechanism to 

better coordinate economic policies in EU countries 

“ 'Greening the European Semester' is about how to ensure 

that our macroeconomic policies are sustainable, not only 

economically and socially, but also environmentally… there 

are many… themes, such as environmental fiscal reform, 

including tax shifts from labour to environmental pollution 

“… a challenge for both the EC who prepares each year Coun-

try Specific Recommendations, and the Member States, 

who update their National Reform Programmes annually.” 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/green_semester/index_en.htm 

 

 

3.3 EC: “Greening the European Semester” 
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“Europe's public authorities are ma-

jor consumers. By using their pur-

chasing power to choose environ-

mentally friendly goods, services 

…, they can make an important 

contribution to sustainable cons-

umption and production… 

“a strong stimulus for eco-innovation 

“requires the inclusion of clear and 

verifiable environmental criteria 

for products and services…” 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm 

EC: “Green public procurement” (GPP) 
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“a premium management instrument developed by the EC for 

companies and other organisations to evaluate, report, and 

improve their environmental performance … It spans all 

economic and service sectors and is applicable worldwide  

“PERFORMANCE: … finding the right tools 

“CREDIBILITY: Third party verification … 

“TRANSPARENCY: Providing publicly available information” 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htmnt 

 

EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) 
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“As an organisation we recognise that managing 

Europe’s environment begins with mitigating 

the environmental impact of our actions at 

home and in the workplace 

“In 2004… the first EU body to introduce an env-

ironmental management system… [2015]… 

registered… under… EMAS 

3.4 EEA: Environmental management / EMAS  

“As of 2014,… part of a family of 4 049 organisations and 7 

556 sites… worldwide… annual environmental statement… 

“We welcome enquiries on our environmental management 

system and how to introduce a similar system in any organ-

isation”, www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/emas 
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Major categories of concern 

• Flow of energy and materials incl. resource consumption, 

waste poduction, greenhouse gas emissions 

• Health and Equity 

Domains / Settings 

• Mode of travel, especially by air 

• Conference venue and accommodations 

• Food (incl. fluids) consumption 

• Waste management 

• Physical (in)activity 

Approaches 

• Modification towards benign options 

• Reduction / avoidance 

• Offsetting 

• Env management systems (ISO 14001) 

4 Conclusions  
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Major international institutions working towards sustainability 

(Side remark: Their info could be made easier to find on home 

pages; more barrier-free to read; easier to compare over 

time and across institutions) 

There is potential for conflicts between: 

• sustainability vs. health perspectives 

• sust & health vs. other mission issues, e.g.vibrant meetings 

• sust & health vs. personal preferences (food, travel) as well 

as efficiency/budgets 

EUPHA is challenged to prove that it has the profile and cap-

acity to solve such conflicts and create positive example. 

Conclusions – ctd. 
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A promising approach for EUPHA/EPH might have regard to: 

• Awareness-raising among conf organizers and participants 

• Tools for “benign and responsible” conference organization 

• Existing approaches of good practice 

• Ways to “make the (eco-) healthy choice the easy choice” 

• Target-setting; measuring and reporting progress. 

Timewise, EPH conference ~ (intensive) 1% of the year 

Other 99%: in work / study environments (labs, offices...), home 

/ family / urban-rural environments, mobility, leisure time ... 

Success for EUPHA and EPH conf’s could provide a template 

for adoption by other associations and institutions, and enc-

ourage individuals to move along similar pathways. 

Conclusions – ctd. 
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